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Welcome to “Examining Your Christian Faith at A Deeper Level”.  This course is 

designed for those who want to begin their journey into drawing closer to the Lord by 

strengthening their understanding of the Word.  Although this course consists of six 

sessions, it is intended to be the first in a series of courses that will take you a bit deeper 

in your understanding of the truths contained in the Bible.  In fact, there are countless 

truths contained in the Bible that God wants us to understand but without digging 

deeper into studying the Bible, a person cannot grasp it. 

Our goal in this six session series is to begin addressing the following: 

 

Session 1:  How To Study The Bible 

Session 2:  What Does The Bible Say About God? 

Sessions 3 and 4:  Was Jesus A Good Man, A Prophet or More? 

Session 5:  Who Is The Devil? 

Session 6:  What Is The Truth About Heaven and Hell? 

 

This course is open to anyone who is interested in participating.  It will be held via 

conference call so anyone interested in signing up should go to the calendar of events 

on our church website (http://www.makeplainjesus.org/calendar-events ).  From there, 

you can sign up for the Christian Strengthening Class which begins on September 22, 

2016.  All those participating should sign-up by September 19, 2016.  If you have further 

questions, please call our office at 410-846-0126.  

  

http://www.makeplainjesus.org/calendar-events
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Who Is The Devil? 

 

Today’s class will begin to answer the question, “Who is the Devil?”  In order to answer 

this question, we have to address and dispel myths that have circulated for generations.  

Addressing these myths and other misinformation is important so that you know who 

you are resisting and how to fight the battle.  As we mentioned in our previous classes, 

we will not be able to cover every aspect of this topic but we will address enough to 

increase your understanding of the foe who wants to destroy your life. 

 

“The Devil made me do it.” 
- Flip Wilson (Entertainer) 

 

Flip Wilson was a successful entertainer during the 1970’s.  The Flip Wilson Show was a 

“must watch” for many households, regardless of race, during that generation.  One of 

the phrases he said so often that generated abundant laughter was, “The Devil made me 

do it!”  So I ask you, what does that mean?  Can the Devil cause you to do things against 

your will?  Does he even exist and if so, how powerful is he?  Lastly, if he does exist, 

where did he come from and what is his purpose? 

During this class, we will begin to answer all of these questions and more.  The concept 

of the Devil has been around for centuries but the understanding of his ways and 

purpose has varied widely.  For example, most of you are familiar with an image where 

the Devil is supposedly on a person’s shoulder whispering in their ear.  Do you think 

that is the way the Devil impacts people?  Is he on every person’s shoulder?  If so, is he 

omnipresent?  These are questions that need to be considered before accepting a 

description of the Devil. 
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Questions: 
 

1. What were some of the sayings about the Devil you heard in childhood? 
 
 
 
 

2. Do you believe the Devil exists?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

3. Is the Devil the cause of all the bad things that happen in your life?  Why or 
why not? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Is the Devil red in color holding a pitch fork?  Does he have a tail?  What does the Bible 

say about him?  These are a few questions that most people wonder when studying 

about the Devil.  Let’s begin to move from the myths into the truths found in the Bible. 

First of all, his name is Satan, which means “adversary”.  His name in itself tells his 

purpose.  He will come against people in any way that he can with the intent of causing 

people to fail.  More specifically, he comes to do the following. 
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In this verse, the “thief” refers to Satan and his true purpose.  More importantly, Jesus 

provides a contrast of His purpose versus Satan’s purpose.  Jesus acknowledges that 

Satan is not seeking your good therefore He wants everyone to understand that there is 

really one true option filled with hope. That option is Jesus.  

 

Satan is determined to steal, kill or destroy everything good in your life. To the extent he 

can, he wants your days to be filled with misery, sadness, depression and hopelessness.  

He wants to put an end to your relationship with God and join him in his miserable 

judgement. 

 

Where Did He Originate? 

The Devil’s name was not always Satan.  In fact, when he was created, he was known as 

Lucifer, the Day Star.  He was created as a Cherub, a high angel, and his abode was in 

Heaven.  Lucifer’s purpose was to guard the Glory of God therefore he was constantly in 

God’s presence.  When God created Lucifer, He created him perfectly and many have 

said that he was created for worship.  Some have even said he was the Praise and 

Worship Leader in Heaven although no scripture specifically gives him that role.  

However, this thought could be plausible when you consider Ezekiel 28:13 where it 

describes how he was crafted. 
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The verses that follow (v. 14-15) then describe his original purpose until sin was found in 

him. 

 

He was created with beauty in every way.  His name (“a shining one”, “star of the 

morning”) also describes his purpose.  By being the angel close to God’s glory, he was 

the one who reflected His glory thus being a “shining one” or “star of the morning”.  
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Scriptures also place him in the Garden of Eden thus depicting him as a being that was 

around during the beginning of mankind.   

Unfortunately, sin was found in him.  More specifically, PRIDE was in him.  For some 

reason, he looked at himself and saw the beauty and thought he was the one who should 

be worshipped.  He thought he should place his throne above God!  To put it in 

perspective, the “created being” thought he was better and more deserving than “The 

Creator”.  Somehow he never saw the problem with that line of thinking. Therefore, God 

had to pass judgement on him.  The results are mentioned in Isaiah 14:13-15. 
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What Does He Want? 

The Bible calls Satan “the god of this age” who blinds and deceives the minds of 
unbelievers to keep them from understanding and accepting the truth about Jesus 
Christ (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

- Taken from “Who is Satan? What is Hell? What is Evil? 

 

Satan was judged and cast out of Heaven.  His position of authority and power in 

Heaven was stripped.  Now that he is defeated, he is angry and continues to strike out at 

God’s most precious creation:  mankind.  He accuses people continually because he 

wants people to fail.  He is jealous because the focus of attention is now on mankind.  

Not the Devil.  It was to this point that the Psalmist was amazed. 
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Satan’s intent is to lash out at the creation that God loves in an attempt to hurt God.  He 

does not care about mankind but his jealously still rages inside. 

Additionally, as part of the judgement against Satan, he will be ultimately cast into the 

Lake of Fire for eternal punishment.  There will be no way out.  There, he will pay the 

ultimate price for his rebellion and sinfulness.  Knowing that this judgement is near, 

Satan attempts to do everything within his power to drag God’s precious creation with 

him.  A reference to his judgement can be found in Revelation 20:10. 
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Questions: 
 

1. What does the name “Satan” mean? 
 
 
 
 

2. What does the name “Lucifer” mean? 
 
 
 
 

3. What was Lucifer’s purpose? 
 
 
 
 

4. What was his sin? 
 
 
 
 

5. Who followed him in his rebellion? 
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6. Did you picture him in red and with a pitch fork?  Where did that image come 
from? 

 
 
 

7. When do you think Lucifer was created? 
 
 
 

 

 

What Names Are Associated With Him? 

APOLLYN & ABADDON: (Rev. 9:11) These Greek and Hebrew terms means he is the 

destroyer.  

 

LUCIFER: (Isaiah 14:12). This term means the morning star. It literally means a 
"light-bearer", the shining one, a picture of Satan’s original position in heaven, with 
the angels. He is able to still masquerade as a beautiful being to snare Christians! 
 

SATAN: (1 Chr. 21:1; Job 1:2f;Job 16; Zech 3:1-2; Matt. 4:10). This term means 
“adversary”; he is the chief adversary both to God and to humans. 
 

DEVIL: (Matt 13:39; Eph. 6:11). This term occurs in the New Testament only, it comes 
from the Greek language meaning to accuse and slander. He accuses and slanders 
(Rev. 12:10). 
 

DRAGON: (Isa. 51:9, Rev. 12:3,7; 13:2). The term dragon means literally “Serpent” or 

"Sea Monster", dragon is a terrifying and destructive beast who seeks total devastation 

of God's people. This image is not meant to terrify us. 

 

SERPENT: (Gen. 3:1; Isa. 27:1; Rev. 12:9; 20:2). This term refers to his “crookedness”, 

"craftiness", and “deceitfulness.” This name reveals the first reference to Satan in the 

Bible, as he stalked and deceived Eve. His intention is malice, fury, cruelty, all 

directed toward God's truth, and God's people.  

 

BEELZEBUB or BEELZEBUL: (Matt 10:25; 12:24,27; Mark 3:22). The exact meaning 
of this term is not known. It is suggested that it means "lord of the house", and may 
refer to Satan's authority over the demons.  
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BELIAL or BELIAR: (2 Cor. 6:15). This term was used in the Old Testament in the 

context of “worthlessness.” 

 

THE WICKED ONE OR THE EVIL ONE: (Matt. 13:19,38; Eph. 6:16). A description of 
his character and work. 
 

THE TEMPTER: (Matt 4:3; I Thess. 3:5). This name indicates that his constant 
purpose is to cause people to sin. This term seems to indicate that he presents the 
most plausible excuses and suggests the most striking advantage for sinning.  
 

THE GOD OF THIS WORLD: (2 Cor. 4:4). He sponsors false religion and all the false 

cults and systems, which are against Christianity; he presides over our anti-God life 

style.  

 

THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR: (Eph. 2:2; 6:12). As such he is the 
leader of the evil angels and prince over this vast host (army) of subordinates 
(demons), which carry, out his orders. He rules with tyrannical power. 
 
Prince that shall come (Daniel 9:26) This is a picture of a military commander of an 
occupying force doing horrible atrocities. Also see II Thessalonians 2:3-4 and 
Revelation 12:7-9. 
 
Son of perdition (John 17:12; II Thessalonians 2:3) Satan can and will cause ruin or 
loss in physical, spiritual or eternal. He will destroy you fully if you let him and refuse 
Christ’s love and mediation.  
 
Strong man (Mt 12:29) Satan is powerless to prevent the Kingdom of God, because he 

has been bound. We do not have the power to do it as some teach, only Christ does 

and did!  

 

THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD: (Dan. 10:12-11:1; John 12:31; 14:30 16:11). This 
seems to refer to his influence over the governments and political arenas of this world, 
that he is the one who is the ruler, and guards his position. 
 

ANGEL OF LIGHT: (2 Cor. 11:12-14). This phrase best describes Satan=s masterful 

ability of imitation and his counterfeit proposals given to individuals. He is cunning as 

a wolf in sheep's clothing, disguising evil in a good looking package.   

 

Little horn (Daniel 7:8) A horn (as an extrapolative); by implication, a flask, cornet; by 

resembling an elephant's tooth (ivory), a corner of the altar, or a mountain peak, or a 

ray of light; this is just symbolic power.   
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ROARING LION: (1 Peter 5:8). This “word picture” emphasizes Satan’s continual 

persecution and his role as a persecutor of believers. 

 

FATHER OF LIES: (John 8:44). Satan’s opposition to God includes a vast host of 
fallen angels and his counterfeit proposals, which do not derive their source from the 
Lord, and describes Satan as the source (father) of all that is untrue (lies). (1 John 
3:8.)       
 
King of Babylon (Isaiah 14:4) This name means confusion; ‘Babel’ i.e. “he keeps 
babbling about…” (i.e. Babylon = nonsense), this also refers to Babylonia and the 
Babylonian empire.  
 
King of Tyre (Ezekiel 28:12) refers to a rock; ‘Tsor’, is a place in Palestine. Satan is the 
false rock. Christ is the One True Rock! 
  
Wicked One: (1 John 5:18) This description is self-evident!  
 

 
 

 

How Christians Should Deal With Him 

God is our Father and we, as His children, must disavow all praetorian religious and 
spiritual alliances with sin and Satan or we will forfeit the joy and blessing that flow 
from obedient fellowship in the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 4:17-18) 
 

- Taken from “God’s Pattern For Worship” 
 

As a Christian, you should never live your life in fear of Satan.  It is true that He and his 

Followers are intent on doing harm in this world but we have to remember what Jesus 

said in John 16:33. 
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Fear is the opposite of faith.  You must believe Jesus’ words and trust that He will 

deliver you and protect you.  With faith, nothing will be impossible so trust in Him.  

Satan cannot do anything to those that are in Christ because the Lord has committed to 

delivering us from tribulation.  In addition, we must encourage one another to walk in 

the truths given to us by the Lord.  This can be accomplished through preaching, 

teaching, conversation and reading. 

 

Final Thoughts 

Now you know there is a true enemy that wants to stand against you.  Fret not and depend on the 

Lord.  Although it may seem like Satan is winning, just know that the “Greater One lives inside 

of you”, therefore you have protection and deliverance.  Be aware of the tricks of Satan but do 

not succumb to him. 

 


