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Welcome to “Examining Your Christian Faith At A Deeper Level”.  This course is 

designed for those who want to begin their journey into drawing closer to the Lord by 

strengthening their understanding of the Word.  Although this course consists of six 

sessions, it is intended to be the first in a series of courses that will take you a bit deeper 

in your understanding of the truths contained in the Bible.  In fact, there are countless 

truths contained in the Bible that God wants us to understand but without digging 

deeper into studying the Bible, a person cannot grasp it. 

Our goal in this six session series is to begin addressing the following: 

 

Session 1:  How To Study The Bible 

Session 2:  What Does The Bible Say About God? 

Sessions 3 and 4:  Was Jesus A Good Man, A Prophet or More? 

Session 5:  Who Is The Devil? 

Session 6:  What Is The Truth About Heaven and Hell? 

 

This course is open to anyone who is interested in participating.  It will be held via 

conference call so anyone interested in signing up should go to the calendar of events 

on our church website (http://www.makeplainjesus.org/calendar-events ).  From there, 

you can sign up for the Christian Strengthening Class which begins on September 22, 

2016.  All those participating should sign-up by September 19, 2016.  If you have further 

questions, please call our office at 410-846-0126.  

  

http://www.makeplainjesus.org/calendar-events
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Christ is the humility of God embodied in human nature; the Eternal Love humbling 
itself, clothing itself in the garb of meekness and gentleness, to win and serve and 
save us. 

 Andrew Murray 
 

 

Was Jesus a Good Man, a Prophet or More? 

 

Christians often speak of Jesus but the question many non-Christians may have is, 

“Who is Jesus?”  In most cases, it isn’t that they have never heard the name mentioned 

but more of an unfamiliarity with Jesus the person.  Additionally, some are genuinely 

confused because they hear so many different descriptions of Jesus which makes it 

difficult to know the truth.  Their questions include the following: 

1. “Was He just a good man that lived a good life”? 

2. “Wasn’t He just a prophet”? 

3. “Is He really the Son of God”?   

4. “Is He divine or not”? 

During this class, we will discuss these questions along with others.  In fact, we’ll explore 

who Jesus is from a divine and human perspective.  As you can imagine, we will not be 

able to cover everything there is to know about Jesus because that would literally take 

an eternity! 

Questions: 
 

1.  In Matthew 16:15, Jesus asks the Disciples, “But who do you say that I am?”  It 
is a direct and powerful question that each of us need to answer.  Who do you 
say Jesus is? 

 
 
 

2. Do you believe that Jesus actually had a ministry on the Earth? 
 
 
 

3. Do you believe Jesus really came for each of us? 
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Yes, He Did Exist and He Is a Good Man 

Through the wisdom of God, Jesus did come on the Earth to save all who would believe.  

Biblical writers and historians as well as non-Christian writers confirm that Jesus did 

live on the Earth.  Many sources also confirm His ministry, His crucifixion and the ever 

growing group of followers who call themselves Christians.  If you look at the beliefs of 

the major, non-Christian religions, many also write about Jesus and His Earthly 

ministry.  They categorize Him as: 

 A Respected Teacher 

 A Miracle Worker (by the power of Satan) 

 A Prophet 

 A Wise Teacher 

 A ‘god” but not uniquely God 

 Divine 

 A Good Man 

At a minimum, from their viewpoint, there is agreement that Jesus was a good man and 

a prophet because of His wise sayings and good deeds.  These wise sayings included 

Matthew 5:44-45 where He said: 
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This “good man” showed everyone how to live in peace, how to love your neighbors as 

well as your enemies and most importantly, how to love God.  The verse above and 

Matthew 5:3 are good examples of how we should live today.  Truly, He was a good man 

but fortunately for us, it does not stop there! 

 

He Is Much More 

There are two hundred and fifty-six names given in the Bible for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and I suppose this was because He was infinitely beyond all that any one 
name could express. 

- Billy Sunday 
 

Let’s take time to go beyond “Jesus the Good Man” and “Jesus the Prophet” in order to 

gain a better understanding of who He is.  The Bible carefully and explicitly reveals 

Jesus to us.  We just have to look and see for ourselves. 

Question: 
 

1. How would you describe Jesus?  Use your own words. 
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The Word – the Bible describes Jesus as The Word.  It is a strange name to modern 

day readers.  The title “The Word” is given to Him because He is the divine extension of 

the personality of God.  Jesus is the express manifestation of God’s promises spoken 

throughout the Old Testament.  Additionally, He is “The Word” to us today because He 

spoke of things yet to come and since He is faithful, it will happen. 

 The Apostle John also wanted us to know that “The Word” is God so in his account, he 

deliberately laid out his conviction in the following manner.   
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Think about this for a moment. If Jesus is “The Word” and “The Word” is God, then 

“The Word” had to exist before the beginning with God.  John therefore was revealing 

Jesus as God and part of the Godhead by expressing in John 1, “In the beginning was the 

Word…”.  It also addressed questions some may have regarding the absence of the name 

“Jesus” in Genesis.   
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The Son of God – throughout the New Testament, we see Jesus described as God’s 

son.  What does that mean?  The Dictionary of Bible Themes explains it this way: 

Jesus Christ is described as Son of David, Son of Man and Son of God. His sonship 
speaks of his divinity and humanity and is closely associated with his role as promised 
Messiah, suffering Saviour, risen Lord and coming judge and king. It also speaks of 
his intimate, obedient and unique relationship with his Father and of his mission to 
enable people to become children of God through faith in him.1 

 

This endearing title should give us hope because it confirms his divinity but also His 

ability to be our Messiah.  Additionally, it shows a family relationship which allows us to 

know that we can have an intimate, familial relationship with our Father, the Creator of 

us all through Jesus, “The Son of God”. 

 

 

The Lamb of God – This is a key name given to Jesus.  It signifies the sacrificial 

mission of Jesus by offering Himself as a ransom for our freedom.  In the Old 

Testament, many accounts exist of sacrifices that were made as a ransom for sins 

committed.  In Hebrews 9:22 it says: 

                                                             
1 Manser, M. H. (2009). Dictionary of Bible Themes: The Accessible and Comprehensive Tool for Topical 

Studies. London: Martin Manser. 
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Therefore, knowing that Jesus had to be the substitute, the sacrifice for our sin debt and 

knowing that lambs were often the animal sacrifices in the Old Testament, then the title 

“Lamb of God” is appropriate.  Also, a lamb is always portrayed as innocent which 

appropriately describes Jesus.  If you review the account of Jesus’ arrest, you’ll see that 

there was no factual evidence that He did anything wrong.  It is also noted that the 

religious leaders broke their own laws in order to have a trial and convict Him.  Hence, 

you have an innocent lamb being led to the slaughter.  Applicable scripture verses are 

Isaiah 53:7; John 1:29; 1 Peter 1:18-20 and Revelation 5:6.   

 

Jesus Christ, as Lamb 

Jesus Christ is referred to as the “Lamb of God”. This symbol points to Christ being a 
perfect sacrifice for sin. It also conveys his meekness and his willingness to submit to 
suffering and death.2 
 

 

 

                                                             
2 Manser, M. H. (2009). Dictionary of Bible Themes: The Accessible and Comprehensive Tool for Topical 

Studies. London: Martin Manser. 
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Questions: 
 

1. Was Jesus born at creation? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Who declared Jesus as the Son of God? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Is Jesus God?  Does this connect with the term Trinity?  Please explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Son of Man – prior to this section, our focus has been on Jesus’ divinity.  Now we 

discover His title as Son of Man.  It may seem like a contraction but it is not.  

Remember, in order for Jesus to fulfill His purpose as the Lamb of God, He had to exist 

on the Earth.  In order for that to happen, He had to be born into this world.  Therefore, 

He is called the Son of Man because He was born through mankind.  The Bible clearly 

expresses Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew so that His lineage could be traced through King 

David and all the way back to Abraham.  Jesus’ life on Earth was a true fulfillment and 

manifestation of promises made hundreds of years prior. 
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The title, “Son of Man” also expresses His Messianic mission and His humanity.  This 

title for Jesus happens to be one of His favorite titles for Himself.  The Bible shows 

Jesus using this term in Matthew 24:44; Matthew 19:28; John 5:27 and numerous other 

places.   
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Prophecies Concerning Jesus 
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God always makes sure that His word accomplishes everything it is sent to do.  

Because of this, we can always depend on Him.  When looking through our lives and 

through the Bible, we see a long track record of God declaring the end from the 

beginning.  Specifically, He announced the coming of the Messiah from the 

beginning and throughout the Old Testament.  Prophecies concerning God’s plan 

through Jesus are numerous but it took time for the average person’s understanding 

to catch the revelation. 

Questions: 
 

1. Did you know that Jesus’ coming to Earth was prophesied in the Old 
Testament? 

 
 
 

2. Did you know that everything He did in His Earthly ministry was a 
fulfillment of prophecy? 

 
 

 

 

At our church, we always mention that God is always speaking but we have to stop and 

hear what He is saying.  The same is true when looking through the Old Testament for 

prophesies concerning Jesus.  Although most people during that time missed it, God 

laid out His plan for salvation long before it manifested in Jesus.  A description of Him 

and His titles were given far in advance and most of the world still missed Him!  Let’s 

look at a few examples for our discussion purposes. 
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Questions: 
 

1. What have you learned so far? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was Jesus’ favorite name for Himself? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


